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SUMMARY 

This paper presents the need for updating PBN related material to achieve the targets and 

metrics in the APAC Seamless ATM Plan and proposes the meeting to review the material 

and present any amendments thereof to APANPIRG/27 in 2016 to facilitate 

implementation of PBN in the Region. Action by the meeting is in paragraph 3.1. 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The 25
th
 Meeting of Asia and Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional 

Group (APANPIRG/25) held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 8 to 11 September 2014 adopted the 

terms of reference (TOR) for the APAC PBN Implementation Coordination Group (PBNICG) which 

specifies the scope of work. Based on this TOR, PBNICG is to review regional issues / targets and 

related regional plans that are related to implementation of PBN. 

1.2 In addition, during the First Meeting of ICAO Asia and Pacific PBN Implementation 

Coordination Group (PBNICG/1) which was held in Beijing China from 10 to 12 March 2015, the 

meeting deliberated on the APAC Seamless ATM Plan (APSAP). PBNICG/1 recognized the 

challenges to the implementation of RNP2 NavSpecs and timelines stated in the APSAP and 

recognized the need to review the targets and metrics which are related to PBN in the APSAP and 

provide inputs, if any, to the APAC Regional Office before the next review cycle of APSAP (Refer to 

Action 1/12 of PBNICG/1).  

2. DISCUSSION 

Asia/Pacific Seamless ATM Plan 

2.1 The APANPIRG/24 which were held in Bangkok, Thailand from 24 to 28 June 2013 

approved the Asia and Pacific Seamless ATM Plan (APSAP) to provide a framework for a transition 

to a Seamless ATM environment and to facilitate Seamless ATM operations in the Asia and Pacific 

Region. Following this, APANPIRG/25 adopted Asia and Pacific Seamless ATM Implementation 

Guidance to provide recommended implementation actions and guidance to States. These documents 

include PBN related elements as shown in Appendix A. 

2.2 However, as these documents were planned during the initial phase of PBN implementation, 

the planned targets do not match the current status of the implementation of PBN in this Region. The 
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global targets/metrics for PBN implementation differ from those of the Region in terms of the area of 

application (instrument runway vs international aerodrome, international airports and busy domestic 

airports vs. international high density aerodromes), phase of flight (none vs. PBN ATS routes) and 

application phase (2016 vs. Nov 2015 and Nov 2018) and these targets may not be achieved by those 

dates either globally or regionally. Moreover, some concepts of operations such as RNP2 navigation 

specifications are still not applicable due to the lack of documentation and guidance material, and thus 

cannot meet the timelines proposed in the regional plan.  

2.3 In addition, the reference documents related to PBN implementation do not reflect the ICAO 

documents which are available currently such as Manual on the Use of PBN in Airspace Design (Doc 

9992), Continuous Climb Operations (CCO) Manual (Doc 9993) and PBN Operational Approval 

Manual (Doc 9997). Also some elements in Asia and Pacific Seamless ATM Implementation 

Guidance need more documents for the implementation such as PANS-OPS Volume II for PBN 

Visual Departure and Arrival Procedures,  Doc 9997 for 140 PBN Routes, Doc 9992, Doc 9993 and 

Doc 9931 (CDO Manual) for 150, PBN Airspace, and so on (see Appendix B) 

Review of the APAC Seamless ATM Plan 

2.4 During PBNICG/1, the secretariat informed the meeting that the APSAP was to reviewed 

regularly and the next review cycle would be 2016. In view of this, it would be opportune for the 

meeting to review PBN related documents, targets and metrics and identify the items that needed to be 

updated and included in the APSAPG  to reflect current PBN implementation status. 

2.5 In order to achieve this, it is suggested that a small group be established to review the targets, 

metrics, implementation status and the related documents in the APSAP and draft a work plan with 

dates for deliverables. The discussions and reviews can be continued through PBNICG/3 and 

PBNICG/4  It is proposed that the small group review report be presented to the Twentieth Meeting of 

Communication, Navigation and Surveillance Sub-group (CNS SG/20) of the APANPIRG in 2016. 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

3.1 The meeting is invited to:  

a) note the information contained in this paper;  

b) form a small group to review PBN related elements in the APAC Seamless ATM Plan 

detailed in paragraph 2.5; and 

c) further discuss any relevant matters as appropriate. 

…………………………. 
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Appendix A. List of Seamless ATM Plan Specifications 
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Appendix B. Recommended Implementation Actions and Guidance 
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